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-The signing from the 50th member state of the Treaty of
the Prohibition of Nuclear Weapons.  The elimination of
weapons of mass destruction is now in sight!
Violence has recently erupted in Philadelphia following
another police killing of a black man; violent attacks
resulting in death in France; regional tensions globally
continue to escalate an vulnerable peoples continue to be  
exploited or have their human rights impinged on.
Finally, COVID-19 continues to impact on all  global
peoples causing fear and creating rising tension as
governments put in place measures to try and control the
virus.

Tēnā koutou katoa

Peace, I sometimes think is elusive. An ideal constantly
strived for, but difficult to maintain.  I make this comment in
the context of the following:

The flames of hope for peace occasionally burn bright, but
sometimes is so low that it can be easily overlooked.  We
need to think of times of personal action, personal witness,
and moments we have seen others operate for the common
good and the dignity of all.  Only then will this fan the flames
to spread and surround the world a peace that is solid and
true. Kia kaha.
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KIA TAU TE RANGIMARIE KI A TAATOU KATOA / WORKING FOR PEACE FOR ALL EVERYWHERE

This month's news...

Police Raid Disquieting,



The recent raid by police on the homes of two
humanitarian workers, one of them a
Presbyterian minister, apparently on the
grounds of their work in North Korea gives
grounds for concern to all groups wishing to
work for peace for all everywhere. For such
groups, there is no “us and them” but instead a
common humanity in need of humanitarian
support.

There may have been a time when New Zealand
was engaged through regional military alliances
in conflict with North Korea, but that conflict,
though still unresolved, is more than 50 years in
the past; what remains for the losing side of
that conflict, is an ongoing need for support in
the provision of fundamental needs arising from
their continuing widespread poverty.

Recently, funds have been raised to help provide
testing gear and protective equipment to
counter the effects of the Covid virus,
something more difficult for North Korea under
ongoing sanctions. Knowing some of the
principals involved in this work, we have no
doubt that they would be applied with integrity.
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Police Raid Disquieting

by  Kevin McBride

If there is anything to fear about the

current regime there, history tells us that

its leaders will remain in power the longer

that they can claim to be saving the

country from outside invaders. Dialogue

and negotiation will bring about equable

relationships much faster than will

continued isolation and aggression. It is

not always easy to find positive aspects

about such afflictions but the possibility

of finding a common purpose in

addressing this pestilence is much more

likely to bring about reconciliation than is

continuing hostility.

Aotearoa-New Zealand has an enviable

regard for our readiness to assist in

humanitarian crises; we would do far

better to follow that instinct than to give

way to pressure related to security-

related

alliances founded on the preservation of

military ascendancy.



In his latest encyclical, “Fratelli Tutti”, Pope Francis reflects on the breakdown of social relationships

which has led us into a crisis in relationships which threatens the peace and security we have come to

hope for. Alongside today’s great technological and scientific advances “there exists a moral

deterioration that influences international action and a weakening of spiritual values and responsibility

(that) contributes to a general feeling of frustration, isolation and desperation ... outbreaks of tension

and a build-up of arms and ammunition in a global context dominated by uncertainty, disillusionment,

fear of the future and controlled by narrow economic interests.” Basing his reflection on the parable of

the Good Samaritan, he calls us to move beyond our closed, selfish world to a new, open world, where

we move beyond ourselves to a world of “associates, partners in the pursuit of particular interests”

which transcends borders and develops in us a “heart open to the whole world”, a world based on

dialogue and friendship, truth, kindness and forgiveness, where “each one of us is called to be an

artisan of peace, by uniting and not dividing, by extinguishing hatred and not holding on to it, by opening

paths of dialogue and not by constructing new walls.” Pope Francis concludes his reflection by saying

that he “felt inspired particularly by St Francis of Assisi but also by others of our brothers and sisters...:

Martin Luther King, Desmond Tutu, Mahatmas Gandhi and many more. “

He might well have mentioned two peacemakers from our own land, Tohu Kakahi and Te Whiti o

Rongomau, whose settlement at Parihaka gave inspiration to some of the above and many who followed

them. The coming anniversary of the invasion and dispersal of their community on 5 November, gives us

again an opportunity to reflect on their aspirations and their effect on so many who continue to seek

and work for peace for all everywhere.
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Peace Yesterday, Today and Tomorrow

by  Kevin McBride



This year’s lecture was given by John Minto, well known political activist and national

chair of the Palestinian Solidarity Network Aotearoa.

John’s topic of discussion on Thursday 8th October was about the lobbying done on

behalf of the State of Israel by pro-Israeli lobby groups.  Perceptions of Israel are

beginning to shift and there has been an increase of condemnation by many about

Israel’s abuse of human rights of Palestinian people.

John’s lecture highlighted some of the methods lobby groups have tried to employ to

protect Israel’s interests.  For example, trying to get governments to agree that any

criticism of Israel is to be labelled as anti-Semitism.

There is a push by many non-governmental and political activist groups to the global

public and world’s governments to boycott, divest and place sanctions on Government

products and companies in an effort for Israel to change its policies regarding land grabs

and relationships with Palestinian peoples.

The lecture was live-streamed and recorded.  There was a good turn out at the St

Columbus Centre and apparently 10 000 people connected into the livestream of this

event!  Those of you wishing to watch the recording go to YouTube

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7xzLShqWrn8

.

.
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The David Wakim Lecture 2020: 

John Minto: ‘Telling Lies about Palestine’

"Things are changing.
Israel's narrative as the

only peace-loving
democratic state in the

Middle East surrounded by
hostile Arab neigbours has

been falling apart for
years."
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ph   09 3775541  or 021729944

In the last couple of days, Honduras became the
50th Member State to sign the Treaty on the
Prohibition of Nuclear Weapons.  This is
significant as it allows the Treaty to become
international law, through ratification.

Ratification of this treaty stops or prevents
more countries from obtaining nuclear weapons
and prevents existing nuclear powers from
increasing their nuclear arsenal.  It also puts
pressure on these nations to dismantle their
nuclear weapons programme.
Ten of the fifty countries who have signed the
Treaty on the Prohibition of Nuclear Weapons
have been Pacific Island Nations.  This is
significant as much of the nuclear development
and testing of the nuclear weapon arsenal
occurred in the Pacific.  Pacific Island nations
who had nuclear testing happening on their
islands, atolls and waters are still dealing with
the environmental destruction that resulted
from such tests.  Some nations who have
independence may be able to get redress from
the formal ratification of the treaty which will
happen in 90 days.  Others who are still
controlled by a nuclear power will find it more
difficult, although the treaty will put pressure on
nuclear powers to comply to international law.
It is a little over 75 years since the first nuclear
weapons were used against a nation – Japan. 
 We all know the devastating effects these
weapons had on the nation.  Pope Francis, within
his most recent encyclical Fratelli Tutti writes
the following after reflecting on the impact
nuclear weapons have had:

Ratification! 

The Treaty on the

Prohibition of Nuclear

Weapons.
by  Bridget Crisp

‘We need also to ask ourselves how

sustainable is a stability based on fear,

when it actually increases fear and

undermines relationships of trust

between peoples. International peace

and stability cannot be based on a false

sense of security, on the threat of

mutual destruction or total annihilation,

or on simply maintaining a balance of

power… In this context, the ultimate

goal of the total elimination of nuclear

weapons becomes both a challenge and

a moral and humanitarian imperative…

Growing interdependence and

globalization mean that any response to

the threat of nuclear weapons should be

collective and concerted, based on

mutual trust. This trust can be built only

through dialogue that is truly directed to

the common good and not to the

protection of veiled or particular

interests”.’ [262]

As we celebrate All Souls, All Saints and

Parihaka (Nov 5th); it is timely to

remember those innocent souls who

have lost their lives in any conflict, those

nameless saints who have tirelessly

laboured to bring about  justice and the

moral good in society and  the brave non-

violent practitioners who took a stand in

the face of aggression and violence. 

 These are the people who have helped

sow the seeds of hope in our world

today.



Does nonviolence work to resolve conflict?

What did Jesus and the Bible say about

nonviolence?

What has the Church taught about

nonviolence?

Is nonviolence the same as pacifism? How

are they different?

Pax Christi International and its Catholic

Nonviolence Initiative are pleased to announce

the publication of Advancing Nonviolence and

Just Peace in the Church and the World, the

culmination of a three-year global conversation

among church leaders, community organizers,

activists, social scientists and theologians

about how the Catholic Church might return to

its Gospel nonviolence roots and transform the

world.

The book shares the experiences of on-the-

ground nonviolent interventions, explores the

scriptural, theological and historical

foundations of nonviolence, reviews the most

current social science on how nonviolence has

been effectively employed, and outlines a vision

for how the Church might embrace active

nonviolence into every aspect of its life.

Advancing Nonviolence and Just Peace is a

biblical, theological, ethical, pastoral and

strategic resource for anyone seeking to

understand or expand Catholic thinking on

nonviolence. It answers commonly asked

questions about active nonviolence and

Catholic social teaching, including:

O C T O B E R  ?  N O V E M B E R  2020 I S S U E  6  /  V O L U M E  3  

PAGE 6

NEW BOOK : ADVANCING

NONVIOLENCE

Advancing Nonviolence and Just Peace

explores the foundations of Catholic

thinking about nonviolence. It includes

reviews of papal statements and church

documents, a survey of the biblical teaching

from the Hebrew Bible and Christian

scriptures, a review of contemporary

theological research on nonviolence, and

dozens of recommendations for further

discernment on how the Church might live

into its Gospel nonviolence mandate.

This is an essential resource for moving

forward the dialogue on how the Church can

lead, teach and respond to conflict in the

world.  Order your copy (go to Pax Christi

International to follow link).

Source:  www.paxchristie.net  
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Pax Christi  is an independent

Catholic  social justice

organisation .  We work hard to

address issues of peace and

justice at a local, regional and

global level. 

 

If you want to know more about

Pax Christi, to join meetings, or to

set up group meetings in your

area, please contact

paxchristiaotearoa@gmail.com or

ring 09 377 5541 / 021 729944

 

Pax Christi relies on volunteers &

donations to enable the work to

continue. 

 

To make an online donation our a/c

name and number is: Pax Christi

Aotearoa New Zealand 

03-01730353-867-00  

Please contact us for a receipt.

Your support is greatly

appreciated.
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DIARY DATES
Nov 5th           Parihaka Day

Nov 25th      Elimination of Violence towards 

                          Women

Nov 29th      International Day of Solidarity with 

                           the Palestinian People. 

Dec 2nd         International Day for the Abolition 

                           of Slavery.

Dec 6th          Pax Christi Aotearoa New Zealand  

                           AGM atTe Waipuna Puawai, 

                           Auckland

Dec 10th       Human Rights Day

Editor: B Crisp rsm Promoter/Manager Pax Christi

Aotearoa New Zealand

Newsletter template: canva.com 

Images on  Pg 1, 2 & 3: canva.com
Image on front page:, pg 2 & Page 9:  B Crisp 

WORTH READING 

Extreme weather

Rising seas and coastal erosion

Access to safe local food and water

Offshore mining and drilling

Climate finance

State of the Environment Report 2020:

‘Towards New Horizons’

The Caritas State of the Environment Report

2020 is now available to download and read.  The

report titled ‘Towards New Horizons’ examines

and monitors key environmental issues in the

Caritas region of Oceania – i.e. the Pacific Ocean

region.  The key issues that Caritas focuses on

are:

Go to caritas.og.nz to download your copy.


